HOW  STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
in Palestine, peace reigns throughout the whole vast
British Empire.
The defensive task of the British Navy within the
British Empire is performed chiefly by the so-called
Defence Squadrons, which are allotted to four naval
stations, given here in their order of importance : the
China Station in Hongkong, the America and West
Indies Station in Bermuda, the East Indies Station in
Singapore, and finally the Africa Station in Simonstown
in the Cape.
The importance of the Singapore Station is likely
to increase in the future, and perhaps before long it
will become the station of a part of the British battle
fleet. In recent years the Singapore base has been so
strengthened that it is now one of the strongest fortified
posts in the Empire. With its great dock, its big
workshops and shipyards, its fuel supplies and stores
of munition, its air fields, and its garrison of infantry,
artillery, engineers and air squadrons, Singapore, which
would be very difficult to attack from the land side,
could offer resistance to any attack without further
assistance. Both Australia and New Zealand have
contributed to the cost of its fortification in order to
create a strong bastion of Empire in the East should
it ever come to war with Japan.
The British battle fleet with its huge battleships and
battlecruisers is not normally used in the Empire,
but is kept together in three parts : the Home Fleet,
the Mediterranean Fleet, and the Reserve Fleet.
The British overseas air arm is stationed in Egypt,
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